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African American Contributions to America's History. 
Introduction.
The history of America was defined by different events such as war, slavery, and even agriculture. The African-Americans played an essential contribution to this history. They arrived in the country in the early 16th century as employed servants for prominent whites in society (Muhammed, 2015). The first arrival stimulated the increase of more Africans in the current day the United States. However, the assimilation of this community was not easy. They were captured from their homes in Africa and sold as slaves in the country. They went through brutality and humiliation to serve the country. The continued stay of the African-Americans led to an increase in their population in the country. They became a large part of American society and their economic contributions through slavery shaped American history. The African-Americans also contributed to sports and military services. 
Economic Contribution.
The economic contribution of African-American is well demonstrated through slavery. This began in the early sixteenth century when the first group of Africans arrived in the country. They were employed under contract to work for their white employers. Their services were appreciated, and their employers felt the need to continue enjoying their services. They forced them to continue working in a foreign country. The forced labour was steered by the study and analysis of this group of Africans. The whites identified them as weak in terms of power, and they had no religious affiliation (Muhammed, 2015). The Africans also believed in cultures which were also termed as barbaric. Moreover, their dark complexion also distinguished them from the rest of the whites. These factors associated with the Africans exposed them to slavery. The whites began to organize the troops to capture more Africans. 
More than four hundred thousand African slaves arrived in the land currently occupied by the United States. The slaves were sold to different employers in the region. However, most of these slaves were used in agricultural production. They were forced to work in the vast plantation of cotton and sugar. These slaves also worked in tobacco and rice plantations (Clarke, 2015). They had to work for long hours with no breaks in the farms. The torture experienced by these slaves forced some to end their lives while others attempted to escape. 
Different humanitarian groups were also developed in an attempt to save these slaves. However, the government could not allow such a huge benefit to be eliminated. The contribution of these slaves led to increased production of farm products (Thompson, 2012). These productions also affected the industrial sector in the region. The efforts of these slaves led to the growth of the industries which contributed to economic growth. Many whites in the region accumulated wealth as a result of these contributions. The slaves advocated for their rights to freedom since they felt like their contributions were enough. These attempts to attain freedom were formed during the early 1800s. 
The advocated reforms to end slavery did not succeed. Instead, this led to strong rules that supported slavery. The economic benefits achieved by the government increased their greed for more profit. The slaves were exposed to more brutality and were forced to work even more. The young African women of nearly fourteen years old were forced to have children to increase the population of slaves. The slaves were also treated as belongings and were expected to submit to their employers completely. These slaves were also denied a chance to have their own families. Some women had to kill their children to save them from future slavery (Muhammed, 2015). 
The increased oppression towards the African slaves led to the civil war in the late 1800s. The struggles to advocate for freedom led to the end of slavery in the year 1865, and three years later the Africans were accepted as citizens in America. A large number of slaves were freed, and they were able to exercise freedom of movements, and some were employed in industries. 
Historical Significance of Economic Contribution
The economic contribution of African-Americans affected the lives of American life. To begin, the contributions in production through forced labour led to the growth of the economy. The American economy grew, and they were able to export products such as sugar, tobacco, and cotton products. The economic growth achieved by the country increased the power of the United States. The benefits attained through slavery also contributed to the independence of the country. Also, the economic growth of the country also led to infrastructural developments. The industrial and transport sector developed as a result of slavery (Thompson, 2012). 
Slavery also influenced political policies in America. Many slaves were released after the civil war. However, these slaves did not receive complete freedom as new American citizens. They were discriminated from employment and even political contributions. This influenced the reforms on civil rights. The Africans had made huge contributions and deserved to be included as members of American society. President Lyndon Johnson played a vital role in influencing these reforms (Reef, 2010). He had the ambition to create a just society characterized by equality. The result of this political agenda led to the creation of voting rights for Africans. Africans were given equal rights to vote as other white Americans. 
The success of equality and freedom led to the access of educational services to the African-Americans and the Americans at large. The impact of education among the Americans led to the reduction of poverty which was common during the reign of Lyndon Johnson. The reforms also led to equal access to medical services which improved the health of the country. Also, the contribution of Africans to vote affected the politics of the country. African-Americans took part in political forums. They were able to occupy positions such as the Senate. African-American women also occupied this position. The success of their contribution was achieved in the year two-thousand and eight when Barack Obama was elected as the president of the United States. 
Military Contribution
The military soldiers in America play a critical role in defending the country from external attacks. These soldiers include the armed forces, the navy, and the air force soldiers. The African-Americans have a vital role in the military contributions in the United States. The government has provided equal opportunities for all citizens who qualify to join the military. There are a lot of young men and women from the African-American community who participate in protecting the country through the military (Reef, 2010). Some of these black militants also occupy high positions in the military. For example, Sherian Cadoria was among the first black women to become a member of the general staff.  There are currently a large number of African-Americans in the military. 
The contribution of the African-Americans took a series of steps before it was felt. They had to be involved in a lot of battles most of which were voluntary to be incorporated in the military. Their influence in these battles contributed to success which saved the Americans from external attacks (Reef, 2010). The contribution of the African-Americans is still effective today. Most of these soldiers are represented in the different sectors of the military. They contribute directly as soldiers and indirectly by providing services such as medical provisions to the militaries. 
Historical Significance of Military Contribution
The contribution of African-Americans in the military began long during the era of slavery. The African slaves first contributed to military activities during the civil war when they fought for their freedom from oppression by the whites. The military attachment of these slaves was with the Navy Union which organized the movements. Their attempts to win the war failed. However, the period the civil war of 1865 led to the end of slavery. Africans became part of American society, and some were willing to join the army. The African-American willingly joined the American government to fight World War I (Reef, 2010). The input of the blacks in the war influenced success.
The African-American began to advocate being included in the military forces of the government. The government did not allow these slaves to join the military because they feared that they might rebel. Therefore, a different troop was set only to include the Africans (Clarke, 2015). The African troops were given their first mission in the Southwest where they were assigned duties to create peace in the region. The army was also expected to assist in constructions. They also participated in the war between the Spanish and America. The government sent the army to the border between the two countries to control the war and establish peace. 
The African-American soldiers were also involved in World War II even though they were not part of the military. A large number of African-American men and women contributed to this war. The soldiers demonstrated their bravery during the war and received attention from the government after the war was won. They used this success to their advantage to pressure their inclusion in the military. The president at the time – President Harry Truman incorporated the soldiers into the American military (Reef, 2010). Some of the African-Americans were assigned higher positions. The president also asserted that African-American soldiers should not be discriminated in terms of services and priorities provided to the military (Reef, 2010). 
The inclusion of the African-American soldiers in the military allowed them to participate in other wars. When the Vietnam War began, also of these soldiers participated in the war. However, the African-American militants exceeded the white militants (Reef, 2010). This decision to include more blacks was considered racist. It led to the death of a lot of soldiers from the African-American society. The death and injuries among the soldiers influenced new reforms. The office of the president was requested to involve the Congress before deciding between sending more any more troops in the war. Although the U.S did not win the war, the contribution of the African-Americans saved the lives of many in the war. The success also led to the promotion of some militants and officials who influenced the war. 
The historical contributions of African-Americans in the military resulted in saving the lives of many Americans as well as other allies. The success of these battles also protected the economy of the country. The government was able to control the intrusion of enemies who intended to destroy the country's properties during the war. The sacrifice of these soldiers allowed the Americans to live in a peaceful environment and continue to prosper economically (Reef, 2010). 
Contributions in Sports
The American culture is characterised by the passion of sports. Most people enjoy watching sports matches especially during the holidays (Davis & Harris, 2016). The African-Americans are among the main contributors in sports. Their enthusiasm in sports such as basketball and baseball is observed by how they play the games. Their contribution is also observed in schools. Most African-American students receive scholarships due to their achievements in sports. The players influence America's success against international teams. The success of these players improves the pride of the country. Besides, the country also receives economic achievements when the African-American champions win international matches. 
Contribution to sports by the African-Americans also improves the social aspects of America. Inter-race competitions allow people to interact with and appreciate different cultures. For example, the mode of playing basketball among the whites and African-Americans was different (Davis & Harris, 2016). When they started playing together, the whites were able to learn new techniques and exchange insights. These relationships also influenced equality in the country, especially among youths. This unity enabled the country to end racial discriminations among the young generations. Team members appreciated each other and competitions were only based on winning the game and not racial competitions. 
Historical Significance
The contribution of African-Americans in American sports was not always as it is today. The Africans joined the country as slaves and were only allowed to work in the fields. The slaves were not allowed to have a private life or even socialize with the whites. When slavery abolished in 1865, the Africans became part of society and experienced some freedom (Davis & Harris, 2016). The African-Americans were allowed to play amongst themselves. They were also allowed to play with the whites in friendly matches. However, blacks were excluded from playing in major teams. 
The laws of the game changed and the African-Americans were allowed to form separate teams. The African-Americans were only allowed to play against the whites. They also experienced exclusion from joining major teams which only hosted white players. This discrimination was observed in games such as baseball and basketball which were popular at the time. Attempts to include the Africans in these teams began toward the beginning of World War II. Many activists were involved in encouraging all races to participate in professional matches. Most of these activists were writers who explored the culture of Africans in sports. The writers explained the challenges faced by players as they tried to succeed in sports. 
The period of World War II marked the inclusion of African-American players in sports. The players were allowed to join the major sports teams in the country. The inclusion of African-Americans in these teams steered the improvements in the quality of the games. The two races were able to share different perspectives about the games. The success of the African-Americans in these games improved their esteem and they were able to appreciate their culture. 
Historical Figures
William Edward Burghardt Du Bois
William Edward Burghardt Du Bois is of the historical figures. He was an African-American activist during the early 1900s. Du Bois was an intellectual having attained his degree and doctorate higher institutions such as Havard and the University of Berlin respectively. He studied history, and social and economic problems (Bruce, 2015). His education was motivated by his intention to change the perspective of his fellow African-Americans. He had experienced racial discrimination and intended to stop it by first acquiring knowledge. In his education, Du Bois studied African culture and even travelled to Africa to understand the norms of the people.
Du Bois did not appreciate how the African-Americans were treated in America and intended to change the perspective in order to ensure that they contributed to the country (Bruce, 2015). He also offered lectures in local institutions to educate the blacks about their culture. Du Bois also believed educating the African-Americans would help to promote equality. During World War I, Du Bois participated in moulding the black soldiers to attain higher positions in the military. He provided the soldiers with an education that they would use to attain these positions.
Du Bois continued with his work as an activist in World War II. He continued to advocate for representation of the African-Americans in the military. He became upset when he observed the discrimination the African-Americans went through during the war (Bruce, 2015). He used his articles and books to expose the actions of the whites. Du Bois also wrote to express his hopes for a better future for the African-Americans. He also advocated for the rights of African-American women.  
Martin Luther King, Jr.
Martin Luther King, Jr was a historical figure in America. He was a social activist who advocated for equal rights of the races in America. His main focus was on the rights of African-Americans who were discriminated in the country (Carson, 2007). King did not appreciate the exclusion of the African-Americans from accessing equal opportunities as other white Americans. King believed that the lack of equal rights influenced poverty among the African community. According to King, the race of individuals should not be used to determine what deserved. Instead, King believed that all Americans were humans and should live together in harmony. 
King mobilized different activists with the agenda of influencing his vision for a better society. The activists and public were involved in the demonstrations to fight for equal rights of African-Americans. However, King experienced challenges from the government who viewed him as a threat. He was later arrested and eventually assassinated in 1968 for his actions. Nevertheless, King's actions made significant changes in America. His campaigns for equal rights in American made him achieve the Nobel Peace Award. He also influenced the reforms on civil rights which later enabled African-Americans to vote (Carson, 2007). 
Reasons for Selecting the Contributions and Historical Figures.
The African-Americans contributions in the economy, military and sports are important for the growth of the country. They constitute a high percentage in the American population, and these three sectors demonstrate the effectiveness of their contribution to society. To begin, the economy is the backbone of a country. Therefore, analysing the participation of the African-Americans in building the economy best defines their role in the country. Furthermore, the African-American's roots in slavery made the highest impact on the economy in the country (Thompson, 2012). African-Americans are still making huge contributions to the economy of the country. Oprah Winfrey is the best example of female African-Americans who have succeeded in entrepreneurship in the television network. Winfrey's show has opened up employment opportunities for many Americans. 
Second, the military supports the progress of a country. Weak military support will disrupt peace as well as the development of the country. In addition, the military of a country best describes the trust of the government since the militaries are given the power to use their weapons to defend a nation. Therefore, the contribution of African-Americans in the military best demonstrates their incorporation in the American community. Moreover, the African-Americans have a background in the military activities of the country since the beginning of influential wars in the world. In the modern world, African-Americans are still part of the military in America (Thompson, 2012). For example, Gen. Dennis L. Via is an African-American general commander in the army and manages the weapons.
Third, the contribution of the unique culture and origin of the African-Americans is well demonstrated in sports. Their enthusiasm in sports also contributes to the culture of Americans who also share the same passion. The common culture between the whites and the African-Americans makes their citizenship even more appreciated. Contribution to sports also relates to modern America. Basketball players such as Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and LeBron James are making considerable contributions in American football. 
Du Bois and Martin Luther King were popular historical figures. I chose these figures because of their activist movements. The two leaders played a vital role in creating and influencing civil rights in America. They changed the dimension of how blacks were viewed in American society. Du Bois used his education to demonstrate how the unique culture of African roots made these individuals important in contributing to the growth of the country. Du Bois described the African-Americans as strong and bright which meant that when given equal opportunities with the whites they could prove their efforts.
On the other hand, King affirmed that exclusion of discrimination among the two races would create an environment that allows future generations to live together in harmony (Carson, 2007). The contributions of the two activist leaders influenced the changes in civil rights which shaped modern day politics. African-Americans are allowed equal rights, and the issue of racism has been eroded especially in the young generation. 
Conclusion
To conclude, the above discussion demonstrates the importance of one of the critical groups that form the country of America. The African-Americans have been making a lot of contributions in the economy of the United States. The contributions of the African-Americans began through forced labour and proceeded to their inclusion in the military after they attained their freedom (Thompson, 2012). Their relationship with the indigenous whites also led to their contributions to the culture of the country. The ability of the African-Americans to play sports united the two racial groups, and they were able to use this to influence their inclusion in the country further. The group continues to contribute to making more contributions, and this is evident in the success stories of different entrepreneurs, athletes, and military officials.  
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